
Oxjam:The Big School Gig 
Frequently Asked Questions 

 

What is Oxjam: The Big School Gig? 

Oxjam is Oxfamôs music festival with a difference. Ordinary people put on thousands of 

music fundraising events. Itôs now the UKôs biggest festival line-up. Last year 15,000-

plus musicians played in over 1,200 events, raising more than £250,000 to fight poverty. 

The Big School Gig is the chance for schools and young people to be part of Oxjam by 

organising their own school gigs and make a change with their music. 

 

How can my school/students take part? 

Organise a ñBattle of the Bandsò style gig at your school between now and the 31st 

March. Raise money at the event for Oxfam. Send all the proceeds into Oxfam and 

nominate one act to enter the online competition. 

 

What are the deadlines? 

6  April 2009    Deadline for event to take place 

13 April 2009  Deadline for money and track to be submitted 

1 May 2009   Shortlist announced online and public voting commences 

25 May 2009  Voting closes 

1 June 2009  Winner Announced 

27-31 August  Leeds Festival 

 

Can this tie in to an existing event? 

Yes. Definitely use any existing events to raise funds and choose your nomination. Donôt 

forget to tell us what you are doing so we can shout about it too. 

 

How do I pay in the money we raised? 

 By posting us a cheque, accompanied by the Income Form   

 By paying the money in at an Oxfam shop, and then posting the Shops Form  

 By paying the money in online at: 

https://www.oxfam.org.uk/donate/cashdonation_oxjam.html  

 

How do I submit our artist/track for the judging/voting? 

An online form will be available on NUMU for you to upload your track and other 

supporting information such as how much was raised, photos, videos etc 

 

 

 

https://www.oxfam.org.uk/donate/cashdonation_oxjam.html


Who are the judges? 

A short list will be chosen by a panel of real music industry experts (more info soon): 

 Ellie Giles - A&R for Fiction / Polydor 

 Karen Pearson - Director, Folded Wing 

 Simon Stevens - Future Sounds Events 

 Debs Wild - Talent Scout/ Coldplay.com  

The short list will then be open to public vote. 

 

What happens if we win? 

The winners will be announced in June and will be invited to play in the Oxfam tent at 

Leeds Festival on one day between 27-31st August. At least one member of staff must 

attend with the performers. See terms and conditions for full details. 

 

Is this just for musicians? 

No. Weôre not just looking for good performers. The Big School Gig is about using 

creativity to raise money and awareness. This works well right across the curriculum for 

all levels of students. Download our curriculum resources for more info. 

 

What style of music are you looking for? 

Anything and everything! Not just Rock and pop. Soloists, bands, ensembles ï the lot. 

Donôt forget all the acts shortlisted will be picked by music industry professionals, so 

even if your students donôt win the big prize, they will receive some honest and helpful 

feedback. 

 

My school is already on NUMU and we want to join in, do I have to register for 

Oxjam to take part in the competition? 

Yes. Your school has to be registered for Oxjam: The Big School Gig so you can be put 

forward to our judges and the eventual public vote. 

 

Iôm from a region/community group, can I still enter? 

Of course you can! But weôd really like to speak to you about what youôre doing, so feel 

free to get in touch, contact details belowé 

 

Talk to us 

Tell us what youôre doing! We aim to contact every school personally to find out what 

youôre doing, but in the mean time if you want to let us know yourselves or have any 

questions about Oxjam then call us on 0113 246 9989 or e-mail joe@numu.org.uk 
 
 

http://www.numu.org.uk/oxjam
mailto:joe@numu.org.uk


Oxjam:The Big School Gig  
Terms and conditions 
 

Deadline for schoolsô music events taking place: 6 April 2009 

Deadline for schools to enter an act online & pay in money: 13 April 2009 

Deadline for Oxfam and NUMU to verify entries: 17 April 2009 

Deadline for Oxfam and NUMU to close judging: 24 April 2009 

Shortlist announced online and public voting commences: 1 May 2009 

Voting closes: 25 May 2009  

Votes counted and winner declared: by 1 June 2009 

 

 
1. The competition starts on 1 October 2008. 

2. The closing date for entries is 13 April 2009.  

3. Entry is free, subject to the conditions below.   

4. Entrants must register online at www.numu.org.uk/oxjam. By entering this 
competition, entrants agree to be bound by these terms and conditions. 

5. Entrants must have performed at an Oxjam event at their school between 1 
October 2008 and 6 April 2009.  

6. All entrants must be under 19 years old on 13 April 2009. 

7. Oxfam reserves the right to make reasonable investigation into the legitimacy of 
each entry and may contact the named event organiser to determine that an 
Oxjam event has taken place with the genuine intention of raising funds for 
Oxjam. Entrants must provide Oxfam with these contact details on request. 

8. Only one entry per school. It is the decision of each individual school how they 
select which student act to enter, and it is their responsibility alone to ensure that 
any voting processes for the purpose of this decision are fair.  

9. Oxfam and NUMU members of staff, family and volunteers are not eligible to 
enter. 

10. Entrants must be able to perform at the Leeds Festival between 27 and 31 
August 2009. 

11. A longlist of successful bands or artists will chosen by a panel of Oxfam staff, 
NUMU staff and at least 2 independent judges. NUMU must be given the rights to 
publicly stream this music until a winner is chosen, and until 1 October 2009 for 
the winning entry.  

12. NUMU will host the songs by competition entrants on the NUMU website, where 
members of the public will vote for their favourite entry. One vote per day will be 
permitted per valid email address. The one band or artist with the most votes at 
5pm on 25 May 2009 will perform on the Oxjam stage at the Leeds Festival 2009. 

http://www.numu.org.uk/oxjam


13. First prize includes one-day hospitality pass per band member or artist, up to a 
maximum of ten members (and only in the case of there being ten performers). A 
maximum of three guest day passes in total will be available for staff or family of 
the performing act.  

14. Any winning artist or band member under the age of 16 must be accompanied by 
an adult at Leeds Festival, according to Leeds Festivalôs policy. 

15. Second and Third prizes include a Roland Drum kit for the winning artsit/bands 
school.  

16. Oxfam and NUMU reserve the right to publicise the winner of the competition.  

17. The winning bands or artists will be informed by email on or by 1 June 2009. 

18. The winning bands or artists will be announced on NUMUôs website, and at 
www.oxfam.org.uk/oxjam, and the track they entered into the competition may be 
publicly streamed on both sites.  

19. The prize is non-transferable and no cash alternative is available. 

20. Copyright to the entries will remain with the band or artist, subject to Clause 11 
above. 

21. No purchase necessary. 

22. Entrants must be a resident of the UK.  

23. Entrants will need access to the internet. 

24.  Entrants under the age of 18 must get the consent of their parent or guardian to 
enter. 

25. This competition is governed by the laws of England and Wales. 

http://www.oxfam.org.uk/oxjam


 




